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DISTHIBUTIOIT  OF  ^PPL^S  THllOUaH  BRISTOL 

Bristol,  v,'hich  noy/  has  a  population  of  400,000,  and  with  2,500,000 
people  within  a  radius  of  50  milos,  was  one  of  thu  first  English  ports  tc 
trado  with  tho  Unitod  States,  "but  jimorican  fruits  have  not  b^on  an  important 
articl..'  of  commorco  through  that  i:.ort.    Direct  importation  of  applus  is 
boing-  mado  from  Camda  and  the-  Unitc-d  States,  howovor,  with  th^  receipts 
of  barreled  applos  f igurin,,- raoro  i^rc^minent ly  than  those  of  bozed  varieties. 
Fruit  from  the  Llediterranean  ports  has  come-  to  Bristol  for  a  long  time,  and 
between  30  and  40  per  cunt  of  the  T?est  Indian  and  Central  iimorlcan  bananas 
imported  into  C5reat  Britain,  ara  discharged  here.    The  good  location  of  the 
port  for  distributing  tc  aouth^rn  England,  and  the  special  discharging 
machinery  available,  have  unccuragod  increasing  use  of  Bristol  as  a  fruit 
distributing  point* 


B&cilities  for  Handling  American  Fruits. 


Bristol  has  very  good  dock  and  harbor  facilities.    Most  of  the 
American  apples  are  discharged  at  tht)  British  docks,  very  close  to  tho 
sales  room  of  the  Bristol  Green  Fruit  i-uction.     Canadian  apples  are  dis- 
charged very  largely  at  xvvonraoutii,  six  milus  from  thu  centre  of  the  city. 
Heru  the  Corporation  of  Bristol  has  very  modern  port  facilities,  with  a 
full  equipment  of  electric  cranes,  electric  trucks,  trackage,  etc.  the  t 
facilitate  rajiid  and  efficient  I^ndlitig.    Bananas  are  also  discharged 
at  i.vonmouthi. 

Shipping  facilities  between  the  United  Status  and  Bristol  consist  of 
the  services  of  tho  Bristol  City  Line  and  the  Oriole  Lino,  thu  latter 
oparating  ships  of  tho  United  States  Shipping  Board.    Sich  lin.j  has  a  sail- 
ing from  New  York  about  uvory  two  wsuks.    No  refrigerator  ships  from  tho 
Pacific  Coast  call  at  Bristol.    Thu  ships  serving  Bristol  are  genural  cargo 
Barriers  and  are  not  as  well  oquippod  for  carrying  fruit  as  lines  serving 
other  ports. 

■auction  Llathods  and  Fruit  Brokers. 

American  and  Caiiadian  apples  landed  at  Bristol  are  sold  at  auction 
to  buyers  of  Bristol  and  the  surrounding  turritory  of  50  to  75  miles  radius. 
Four  brokers  receive  and  classify  the  fruit,  as  consigned  to  each,  and  do 
the  selling-.    Although  Ilonday  is  a  favorite  sale  day,  an  auction  may  be 
called  on  any  day  of  tho  week  except  Saturday  tc  accommodfi. to  th«  arrival  of 
caigoes.    Thu  condition  of  thu  fruit  governs  the  brokurs  in  calling  a  special 
auction. 
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i,  samplu  is  v/itharPv?n  for  various  lots,  usiially  abcut  on^,-  sarqolo  f cr 
50  packagus  ,  and  this   is  sho\7n  in  a  room  bolGv7  tho  salus  room  in  Gcop  ..rs  Hall, 
xi  sales  room  suitable  fcr  holding  100  to  125  tuyors  hns  bo^n  f  ittod  up  and 
should  hxj  adoquato  for  soiling  current  recoipts.    Plans  arc  unior  \7ay  to 
provido  a  lift,  sc  that  samples  may  bo  shown  in  th-;  salus  room  at  tho  moment 
of  sale. 

'2ho  buyors  of  Bristol  have  a  strong  association.     This  body  governs 
the  membership-/  of  those  v\^ho  may  buy  at  tho  auctions.'   Tho  intention  is  to 
limit  the  buying  to  bona  fide  wholesale  dealers  in  tho  rggion  of  Bristol. 
Tho  brokers  have  two  memburs  on  a  committee  of  six  to  consider  tho  appli- 
cations for  membership  in  tho  Suyers  '  association. 

i^pples  are  catalogued  in  the  usual  manner  and  in  the  general  x^ractice 
of  selling  there  are  no  unusual  features.    The  names  of  brokers  in  Bristol 
may  be  secured  by  addressing  thu  Foreign  Service,  Bureau  of  ^ -^ricultural 
Economics,  T7ashington,  D.  C» 


Cold  Storage  jfecilitios. 


Bristol  has  very  good  cold  storage  facilities  of  new  construction 
at  i,vonmouth.    Thoy  are  municix^ally  ownud,  are  conveniiu-nt  to  the  quay  v;here 
fruit  is  unloaded  and  have  trackage  alongside.    Temperatui»es  will  be  given 
as  requested.     Cooler  space  is  available  for  abcut  ^00  tons  (36,000  boxes 
or  12,000  barrels). 

Denana  and  Gomoetition. 

The  demand  for  apples  in  Bristol  is  more  iiinitoa  than  it  is  in  other 
ports  in  Great  Britain  and  also  more  limited  tton  it  is  for  citrus  fruits. 
Cardiff  tends  to  supply  the  demand  from  tho  industrial  towns  of  the  south 
of  T/ales,  while  to  the  south  and  east  of  Bristol  is  an  agricultural  area 
which    not  only  vx^uld  not  buy  as  many  apples  as  an  industrial  section,  but 
is  sui-pdied  by  tho  orchards  of  Devonshire  and  adjacent  covmtios.    7/hen  there 
is  a  good  English  crop  very  few  ajjples  are  required  in  Bristol  up  to  January 
1st.    'Then  not  interfered  with  by  home  production  the  market  v/ill  take  from 
2,000  to  3,000  ba.rrels  and  up  to  3,000  boxes  per  week. 

sled    varieties  are  proferrei.  to  yellow  apples.    Thu  York  Imperial  is 
a  favordto  in  thu  narket.    Popular  sizes  in  boxed  apples  arc  froin  175  to  200. 

Costs  0  f  Selling-?. 

The  usual  charges  for  soiling  apples  are  a  basic  coiiimissicn  of  3  per 
cent  of  sales,  liogethur  with  an  inclusive  handling  charge  amoimting  to 
on  barrels  and  22^  on  boxes. 

Oranges  and  Grapefruit. 

Bristol  is  vastly  more  important  as  a  market  for  oranges  than  it  is 
for  apples.    During  the'past  winter  it  has  buon  receiving  about  15,000  cases 
of  Spanish  oranges  each  week,  and  has  taken  practically  as  nany  as  wor^ 
shippud  to  Glasgow, 
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Distribution  of  Bananas.  tlir3u-;h  Bristol. 

Durinj;-  1^23  cno  firm  dis char ::;od.  4,021,765  bunches  of  bananas  at 
Bristol,  reprosonting  33m^  po-r  cent  of  th^'  banana  imports  of  th_;  Unitoa 
Kingdon,     Thj  operations  of  this  company  offor  an  cbjc-ct  lesson  to  i^niorican 
appla  proiiucors,  who  aro  intor-jstoa  in  what  can  bo  dono  in  systematic  and 
occnoaical  distribution  in  fcruign  maikuta.    By  special  convayin^;,  machin^jry 
thj  fruit  is  tranafc-rrod  from  the  holds  of  tha  shij;s  to  tho  railv/ay  cars 
on  tho  quay  in  an  offici^jnt  and  occnomical  manner,        ship-loaa  of  bananas 
arrivos  nuarly  ev^ry  \7eokand  discharr^oa  its  car^c  in  ono  day's  timo* 
Immediate  despatch  is  made  to  branch  houses  in  all  parts  of  thu  South  of 
England. 

Gone  lu  si  ens  and  j^omarks* 

Boxod  applos  ahippod  via  the  PanaL'S.  Canal  in  rofric^ratcr  shij^s  arc 
very  popular  in  this  markot,  though  thoy  ara  rucoivod    horo  only  aftor 
ro-shipmont  from  Southampton,  London  or  Liverpool. 

Brckura  do  not  consider  that  thu  gradin'^  of  pacific  ITorthv/ost  . 
apples  can  bo  improved  upon.    This  was  net  tho  case  v/ith  barreled  apioles, 
Virginia  growers  and  x>ackurs  of  which    camo  in  for  tho  most  complaint. 
Thu  York  Imperial  of  tho  Virginia  seems  to  bo  an  ideal  apple  for  this 
market,  but, as  in  other  Pritish  markets,  some  Virginia    rowers  have  made 
a  name  for  thamselves  in  "dishonest  j_)acking".    Some  growers  in  western 
Now  York  also  shared  in  this  ccndamnaticn.     To  tho  British  buyer  tho  fac- 
ing of  barrels  means  a  "dishonest  pack",  regardless  of  whether  or  net  the 
contents  of  thj  barrel  muots  gradirjg  rules  100  per  cent. 

Brokers  state  that  first  of  all  the  barrel  should  have  apples  in 
the  face  that  are  roprosentc  tivo ,  as  to  size  and  quality,  of  tho  balance 
of  the  package.     The  sizing  of  apples  and  what  is  marked  on  the  head  of 
the  barrel  is  of  secondary  importance,  althcu^:h  the  sizing  of  tho  fruit 
would  bu  dosirablo. 


ED7IK  SIJIIH 
Specialist  in  Foreign  ii^rketing. 
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